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i. 

()t NoveDber 4, 1986, the people of NlOde Island altered their nest
 
iJIportant State doo.m!nt,- the written CXIIpiIct with each other and with their
 
C}OYetiiilEiJt, the state Qx1stitutioo.
 

'ftlis basic ceatract WIIS the procllct of ale year's work by ooe-ooBked
 
(1el) elected dele<Jates fran a cr088-sectioo of the ~1atioo, most with
 
relatively little pnovious political involv8ilE!nt. 'ftlis "people's
 
cmventioo," thrOu:Jh a statewide series d. lively p.Jblic hearirgs, encouraged
 
the interest oc a'1d CXMDE!Cl1:ary and IBrticipatiCXl by the general citizenry.
 

Of the three l1mdred. a'1d twenty-t~ (322) resolutions cmsidered by the
 
delegates, twenty-foor (24), cmdensed into fourteen (14) ballot questicns,
 
were put before the voters. 1'he rE!CX)rds doaInentirg the E!YOlutioo of the
 
Constitutioo refle:t not ooly the public will 00 the eight (8) successful
 
questions and the six (6) failed;-- they also enable scholars to analyze the
 
eY01utiCXl of legal and social inteIPretatioos a'1d conventioos am to observe
 
the inner wor:kil'¥Js of this law-lIBkil'¥J body arld the process as a reflectioo of
 
its tine.
 

legal scholars, historians and political scientists have sl'xM'l
 
increasing interest in primry source .-terial relating to cmstitutiooal
 
develqm&lt. '1be Rhode Island General As8EIi'bly, thr~ O1apter 287 of
 
the 1986 Public Laws, IIImdated that the records oc the cmventioo be
 
deposited in the Rhode Island State Archives arld that c.'q)ies be maintained
 
in the Rhode Island SUprene (burt Library and the PrOllidence Q>llege
 
Archives. Already possessing substantial documentatioo of the Limited
 
OX1ventioos of 1958 arld 1973, and, especially, the OrIventioo of 1964-1969,
 
Providence Q)llege was ~ to add this collectioo to its IIIiIrl1script
 
holdirgs. o:nventiCXl President KE!IlJE!n A: fodenna, mindful oc the potential
 
academic interest in such material, donated his persooal files, thereby
 
providing an added diDEnSioo to the official record, Mr. Pdenna and
 
COnventiCXl Assistant Research Director Paul Redkovich, II, who saved am
 
organized pertinent doa:m:nts, cooperated fully in the effort to IIIlIke
 
these JtBterials available for research. 'ft1e staff at the Rhode Island
 
State Archives, which has the ftDSt CXIIplete records, might be able to fill
 
the gaps in our ~ies, especially in cannittee files.
 

The Papers were divided into twenty (21) record grClq)S in a rough 
chrooologica1 order, beginning wi th background infoIl'lllltioo through General Laws 
publieatioo of the new Cb1stitutioo awroved by the voters. Backgrwnd inforIrBtiCXl, 

- such as the OX1stitutioo as it read prior to the Q)nventioo, a Preparatory 
Q:mnissia'l REport and General Assmbly enabling legislatiO'l, set the stage. PlE!!'lClry 
sessioo Jau:nals CUltain the ocficial digest of the fourteen meetings of the 
entire asSE!l'bly. 

Because, as in rmst legislative bodies, the mmbers assigned prcposals
 
to ccmnittees for in-depth discussioo, the resolutioos are arrarqed by camtittee
 
in runerical order. '1be cannittee files also include meeting and public hearing
 

-records, research staff reports and inforliBtioo responses, legal staff opinioos, 
Ca'llllittee reports (all of which are listed in this InventOry to facilitate 
retrieval) and oorrespcndenc:e. 

'ftlrough twelve public hearings, delegates invited CQiOStt fran indivich1ls
 
and grClq)S 00 virtually all subjects before the Cl:r1ventioo. In turn, a Public
 



------------

Q:IIl. 

-et a1.
 
n.a.
 
No.
 
re:
 
R.I. Cbn-COn
 
9.1b
 
~.
 
wi
 
C )
 

I
 

... 
111. 

ABEm.VIATI<Ri 

Qxlmittee 
and other Ca> 
not applicable 
!bIber 
leCJII'ding 
ROOde Island CCnstitutimal Oxwentioo 
&mstitute or All BI,_~ 

~lement 
with 
lUlbered by Providence COllege Archives 9;aff 
or 



--.-,.­ . 

1. 

R!SLl1I'ICIE 

No. Smjec.'t Spmsor 
Dllte of 
Intrcductim Record Groq> Folder 

1 Initiative and 
AeferenCbn 

GeI1-.a et ale 1/27/86 Plenary Sessims 
OD. a1 Citizens 
Rights 
CtIII. m Style & 
Drafting 

19 
1-7 

1 

2 Fqual Rights teClerc et ale 1/Z7/86 Plenary Sessions 
o::m. m Cit i zens 
Rights 
o:m. m Style & 
Drafting 

2e 
8-11 

2 

3 Preservatioo d 
Resources 

Natural. Sissm 1/Z7/86 Plenary Sessions 21 
CtIII. m Exe::ut i ve 1-4 
Branch & 
IndepeucElit Agencies 

4 Q:rrp!nsatioo for 
Pr ivate Prq:lerty 

Sissm 1/27/86 o:m. 00 Execut i ve 5-7 
Branch & 
Indepeudent Agencies 

5 Recall of Certain 
Hon-Elected Policy-
Making State Officials 

1Ildersm, G 1/Z7/86 o:m. 00 Style & 
Drafting 

3 

6 Right eX Feloo. to Hold 
Office and Q)rrq:Jt 
Practices 

M::t<enna 1/31/86 can. 00 ahics 1 

7 Admdnistrative Powers 
for Cities and Towns 

Wiant 2/1/86 can. m Local 
Government 

1 

8 Equal Protect ioo GenrIB et ale 2/7/86 can. Q'1 Cit i zens 
Rights 

12-14 

9 ParCllllDmt fblBn Life 
Me:doerIt 

Gema 2/1/86 o:m. m 
Rights 

Citizens 15 

10 Journal Congratulatory e:tIIielews~ i 2/12/86 Plenary sessiens 22 

11 OX'Jventim BOOget Kolek 2/13/86 Plenary sessions 
aJdget 

23 
5 

12 (Uadrennial Electiens ward et al. 2/13/86 am. on General 1 
AsSEIIblY & Elect iens 

13 Hale Rule Da1ahue et ale 2/13/86 <lD. 00 Local 
Goverrnent 

2 







29. 

Indivirlual Fights: DUf' Process, 32,171,2% Con. al Citize1s Rights 74 
Civil Rights, constitutional & 238 
EnforCE!'lB"lt & civil Rights 

Initiative and Aefercndun ] Sub A com. on Citizens Rights 3-1 

Initiative and Referendum, com. on Citizens Rights 5 
~i!'lC'rity 

Judiciary 8C Sub A can. on Judicial Branch 1] 

Legislative salaries Q:r.I. on General Assam1y 23 
& El ect i oos 

Neutral Rewrite of Constitution! 42 Rub C Q:In. en style & Ora4=ting 11 
Style & Drafting camu.ttee '-1eeting Cbm. on Style & Drafting 515 
lipril 21, 1986 

Nuclear Free Zone 215 Sub lA_ CCItI. en Execut i vc Branch 
& Independent -fgenci es 

4] 

tJuclcar Free Zone, Minority 215 &1b A Qr.l. on Ex~ i ve srancn 
& In~ndent Jl,q0.ncif'S 

42 

cp=n GO'lerrnrent 83 rub ,1\ Q:In. on Citizens Rights 

Paramount Right to Lif~ 212 ~. on Citizens Rights 4?-5~ 

Paramount Right to Lifp, Minority 212 COM. on Citizens Rights 51 

Pa:':'an'Ount Right to Life 212 Sub A Com. on Citizens Rights 5~ 

Preservation of rJatural Resources :3 Cool. on Execut i ve Br,1nch 
& Int1ependE-nt I\gcncies 
O:xn. CJ1 FxE?CUt i ve BranM 
s Indepen<rnt Aq"?ncies 

2 

PJb1ic Libraries 98 SJI:: B can. 00 ~yl€ & Drafting 

Quadrernial Elections 20 Sub ~ can. 00 Fxecut.i VP Braner 
& Indepencient f<gencies 

Quadrennial EJPCtions, Minority an. on Exf'CUt i ve Branch 
& Indepmdent Agenci es 

l4 

Rea~rti Cl1r.E'nt 192 9Jb !> CCIn. on General 
& Elect ions 

l\ssET.b1y 65 

Reapportion~t, Minority <ID. on General N>sarbly 
& Ele:ctions 

66 

Recall of Officeholders 27 SID A Cl:rn. 00 Et hi cs a 
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Rights of Cities and Towns lq6 sub '" can. 00 Local Govermtent 29 

Rights 0: Cities ann Towns Jq6 9Jh P- On. (J'} Local Gevernr.Ent '31 

Rights of Felons 14q Sub "A. can. 00 fthics 34 

State Bud3et 22;> Q:rn. 00 Executive Branch 4, 
& Inde~nt ~gencies 

Styl~ & Drafting GarnndttAe 277 lit 2j:lP can. on ~ylE' & Drafting 39 
~ting March 1), 1qR6 Com. 00 Style & Drafting 53 

~yle & nrafti~ Cbmnittee n.a. O:m. Cl1 style & Drafting 53 
Meeting t-Brch 31, )q86 

Vict ims of Cr ime J 40 can. 00 Judicial Branc~ 2.1 

--------~-----
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1. ~ CE' '!HE RKDE ISLNIJ CDNSTITOTIC»W. aJNV!N1'ION 

Qxlstitutim of the State <1 Rhode Island and Providence P1antatioos,
 
1842
 
Q:lnstitutim of. the State of. Rhode Island and Providence P1antatioos,
 
1985 Jaruary sessim of General AssErrb1y
 
Qxlstitutim of the State <1 Rhode Island and Providence PlantatialS,
 
1986 Jaruary 5essim of General Assenb1y
 
Bi-Partisan Preparatory O::Jamissicm for a OXlstituticmal Conventim
 
REport, July 5, 1984
 
call to Convmtim vote, N:wE!lber 6, 1984
 
1ln Act calling for a Qlnstitutiooal cmventim of the People of the
 
State of Rhode Island for the Purpose of Jnending or Revising the
 
Cbnstitutim and Making an ~cpriatim '1'berefor (01apt:er 326),
 
Effective .b'1e 27, 1985
 
1ln Act Making ~cpriatims for the ~ of the State for the
 
Fiscal Year ~ing June 39, 1987 (Q1apter 287), Approved June 26, 1986
 
Research Staff REport 16/Specia1 Report 1
 
rnformsticm Response 2
 
Infor1ll!lticn Response 7
 
Miscellaneous Infonnatim, Rhode Island
 
Miscellaneous Infornaticn, Other State and Federal
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13 
14 
15 
16 
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18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
3fl 
:31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
3P. 
39 
4fl 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

2. PLmllRY SESSlOOS 

~ndas, calendars, ~tmu1es 

sessi 00 1, Jamary 6, 1986, Journal 
8essioo 2, January 27, 1986, Journal 
sessioo 3, February 13, 1986, Journa] 
sessico 4, March 20, ]986, Journal 
8essioo 4, March 20, 1996, Proce~Hngs 

sessioo 5, ,april 3, 1986, Journal 
sessioo 5, April 3, 1986, Proceedings 
sessren 6, May 1, 1986, Journal 
sessioo 7, May 15, 1986, Journal 
session 8, May 29, 1986, Journal 
session 8, May 29, 19E16, PrOCE"E.'dings 
sessioo 9, June " 1986, .Journal 
sessioo Ie, June 4, 1986, Journal 
sesstco 11, June 5, 1986, Journal 
session 12, June 11, 1986 , Journal 
session 13, June 26, 1986, Journal 
sessioe 14, Decertber 4, 1986, Journal 
Resolutioo 1 Sub B 
Resolutioo 2 9Jb B 
Resol ut i 00 3 SUb B 
Resolutioo Hi'! 
Resolut i 00 11 
Resolution 25 ~b B 
Resolution 2P Sub B 
Reso1utioo 42 ~ B 
Reso1utioo 46 Subl\ 
Resolution 47 9.Jb B 
Resolutioo 60 
Resolut i on 8e 9lb B 
Resolution 8e 
Resolution 94 SUb B 
Resolutioo 98 Sub B 
Resolutioo 136 
Resolutioo D8 
Resolution 153 Sub B 
Resolution lq6 Sub B 
Resolution 212 SUb B 
Resolution 219 
Resolutioo 22~ 

Resolution 222 SUb B 
Resolutioo 277 
Reso1utioo 2R9 
Resolutioo 290 
Resolutioo 29] 
Resolutioo 292 Also see Resolutioo 322 
Resolutioo 293 
Resolutim 294 
Resolutioo 295 
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61
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64
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66
 
67
 
68
 
69
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71
 
72
 
73
 
74
 
75
 
76
 
77
 
78
 

Resolution 296
 
Resolution 297
 
Reso1ut i on 298
 
Resolution 299
 
Resolution 300
 
Resolution 3P1l
 
Resolution 303
 
Resolution 304
 
Resolution 305
 
Resolution 306
 
Resolution 3'!Y7
 
Resolution '308
 
Resolution 3~9
 

Resolution 3H'J
 
Resolution 311
 
Resolution 312
 
Resolution 313
 
Resolution 314
 
Resolution 315
 
Resolution 316
 
Resolution 317
 
Resolution 3)8
 
Resolutioo 31q 
Resolution 320
 
Resolution 321
 
Resolution 322
 
Resolutions ~atusRelX'rts 

regal Staff R~rt (22) 
cable Television Cbvera~ 
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3. <XM1J'M'EE 00 CITlZEN8 RIGfI'S 

Resolution 1
 
Resolution ] &1b A
 
Resol ut i 00 1 Sub A Re!X>rt of the ecmnittee, Research Staff Re!X>rt (24), 

Researd1 staff R~rt (25) 
Resolutioo 1 Sub l1 Re!X>rt of thE> C:mnittre Bibliographical M3teria1 
Resolution 1 ~lb A Report of th? cmrnittee, Minority 
Resolutioo , S'ub B 
Resol uti on 1 9.lb B Researd1 Staff Report (26) 
Pesolutioo 2
 
Resolutioo '2 9Jb A 
Resolutioo 2 f}Jb A Re!X>rt of the <J::mnittee 
Reso1utioo 2 SUb B 
Resol ut i 00 R 

Resolution R rub A 
Resolutioo P Sub A RePJrt of the ComIittee 
Resolution 9
 
Resolution lR 
Resolution 19
 
R€'solutioo 32
 
Reso1utioo 31. 
Resolution 33 Report· of the> o:mnittee 
Resolution 35
 
Res01utioo 3R 
Resolution 4(.'1 
Resolution 43
 
Resolutioo 49
 
Reso1utioo 61
 
Resolution 74
 
R<=solution 75
 
Resolutioo 83
 
Resolution 83 SUb .~ 

Resolut:ion 83 .9..1b P. Report of th? a:r.mittee 
Resolution 83 SUb E 
Resolution q6 
Resolution 1P0 
Resol ut ion' 0~ 

Resolution lCil7 
Resol ut ion 111
 
Resolution 119
 
Res01uti on 123
 
Resolutioo 124
 
Resolution Hi2 
Reso1utim 168
 
Reso1 ut i on 17} 
Resolution 175
 
Resolutioo 177
 
Resolution 178
 
Reso1utioo 206
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48 Reso1utioo 212 
49 Reso1utioo 212 Report of the Qmnittee 
50 Aeso1utioo 212 Report of the cammdttee Draft Material 
51 Reso1utioo 212 Report of tl'E Qmnittee, Minority 
52 Reso1utioo 212 SUb A 
53 Reso1utioo 212 &1b A REport of tl'E Q:mnittee 
54 Reso1utioo 212 SUb B 
55 Reso1utioo 213 
56 Reso1utioo 217 
57 Resolution 219 
58 Reso1utioo 220 
59 Reso1utioo 224 
6e Reso1utioo 227 
61 Reso1utioo 22R 
62 Reso1utioo 228 Report of the cammdttee 
63 Reso1utioo 228 SUb A 
64 Reso1ut ioo 238 
65 Reso1utioo 243 
66 Resolution 245 
67 Reso1utioo 247 
68 Reso1utioo 249 
69 Reso1utioo 249 SIb A 
70 Reso1utioo 249 Sub PI Report of the Qmnittee 
71 Reso1utioo 268 
72 Reso1utioo 274 
73 Reso1utioos status Reports 
74 Report of the- Qmnittee 
75 Research staf f Report 1 
76 Research staff Report 1 Biblio;raphica1 Material 
77 Researd1 Staff Report 1 SIb 
78 Research staff fEport 8 
79 Research staff Report (23) 
8A Informatioo ~sponse 8 
81 Report of [egal staff (l) 

82 Report of regal Staff (2) 
83 Report of legal Staff (3) 

84 Report of Legal Staff (3) .llDditicr'la1 Material 
85 Cbmmittee Members Lists 
86 camti.ttee Meetings Agendas 
87 Q:mnittg:o Meeting February 1, 1986, Minutes 
88 cammdttee Meeting February 1, 19R6, Speakers 
89 <lr.mittee r-t:!eting FE'bruary S, 1986, Minutes 
90 cammdttee MP.eting February 18, 1986, Miootes 
91 Q:mnittee Meeting February 25, 1986, Minutes 
92 CCJmtittee Meeting February 25, 1986, Pr~in;s 

93 Q:mnittee Meeti~ March 4, 1986, Minutes 
94 cammdttee Meeting March 4, 1986, Proceedings 
95 Cbmmittee Meeti~ March 4, 1986, Speakers 
96 Ccmnittee Meeting March 8, 1986, Miootes 
97 Cl:mni ttee Meeti~ March 11, 1986, Mi nutes 
98 camrittee Meeting March 13, -'986, Miootes 
99 Cbtmittee Meet:i~ March 15, 1986, Minutes 

100 camrittee Meeting March 18, 1986, Miootes 
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101	 Ccmnittee l'taeting M:lrch lA, 1986, procee:hnqs 
102	 o:mnittee ~irg March 24, 1986, Minutes 
103	 Cc:mnittee Meeting March 24, 1986, Proceedings 
1~4	 Q:mnittee ~irg March 24, 1986, Speakers 
If'S	 Q:mnittee Meeting March 25, 1986 C'AlCELLfD 
H'!6	 Qmnittee Meeti ng J\pril 1, 1986, Mi nutes 
107	 Q:mnittee Meeting April 1, 1986, Procee:Hngs 
1~8	 Qmnittee Meeting Jlpril 7, ]986, Minutes 
H'J9	 Catmittee Meeting April 15, 1986, Mil'lltes 
110	 Cbtmittee Meeting Jlpril 15, 1986, Speakers 
111	 Ccmnittee Meeting April 17, 1986, Mil'lltes 
112	 omnittee ~inq Jlpril 22, 19A6, Minutes 
113	 Ccmnittee Meeting April 24, 1986, Mil'lltes 
]14	 Q:mnittee Meeting p,pril 29, 1986, Minutes 
115	 Q:mnittee Meeting M:ly 13, 1986, Mil'lltes 
116	 Qmnittee Meeting May 2e, 1986, Minutes 
117	 Q:mnittee ~ing May 20, 1986, Proceedings 
lIB	 <hrmittee Meetirg May 22, 1986, Minutes 
119	 Or.mittee ~ing May 31, 19R6, Mimtes 
12'"	 Cb!mittee M!=>eting .)Jre 5, 1986, Minutes 
121	 SUbComnitteP on Initiative Meeting, March S, 1986, Mirutes 
122	 SUbQmnittee on Initiative Meeting, March 25, 1986, Minutes 
123	 SUl:C:mni.ttee on Initiative Meeting, March 27, 1986, Mimtes 
124	 SlbCcmnittee on Initiative Meeting, March 27, 1986, Proceedings 
125	 SutO:mnittee on Initiative Meeting, April 21, 1986, MirutE'S 
126	 Qmnittee Public Hearings 19endas _ 
127	 Ccrrmittee Public Hearing, February 15, 1986, MirutP.S 
128	 Q1m\ittee Public Hearing, February 15, 1986, Speakers 
129	 Ccmnittee Public Hearing, February 22, 19A6, Mirutes 
13'"	 etmnittee Public Hearing, March 1, 1986, Minutes 
13]	 Ccmnittee Public Hearing, March 1, 1996, Pr<:>a!edings 
132	 etmnittee Public Rearing, March 1, 1986, Speakers 
133	 camrittee Public Hearing, March 1, 1986, Spea1<ers, 

Research Staff Report (27) 
134	 cemnittee Public Hearing, March 22, 19A6, Mil'lltes 
135 omnittee Public Hearing, March 22, 1986, PrOC'Pedings 
n6 camrittee Public Hearing, March 22, 1986, Spea\(ers 
137 etmnittee Public HearirXJ, ppri 1 1, 1986, Speakers 
138 camrittee Public Hearing, April 12, 1986, Mirutes 
139 etmnittee Public Hearing, Jlpril 12, lQR6, Speakers 
140 CbnnUttee Public Hearing, April 14, 1986, Speakers 
141 etmnittee Public Hearirg, Jlpril 15, 1986, Speakers 
142	 Ccm'!Iittee Public Hearing, May 6, 1986, Mirotes 
143	 Cl:mnittee Public Hearing, May 6, J986, Speakers 
144	 camri ttee r..orrespondena> bet\oErn Delegat~ and/or Staffs 
145	 Cl:mnittee Q:>rrespa1dence wi non-DPlegates or Groups re: Abortion 

and HtrrBn Life 
146	 Ccmnittee Correspondena> wi non-Delegates or Groups re: Criminal 

Procedures 
147	 o:mni ttee CbrrespondP.nce wi non-oel egates or Groups re: Equa1 Rights 
148	 Cl:mnittee Cbrrespoodence v/ noo-Delegates or Groups re: Handicapp?d 
149	 o:mni ttee Cbrrespoodence wi nOO-Delegat~ or Groups rEI: Housing 
150	 CbTmittP.e Cbrrespoodence w/ noo-Delegates or Groups re: Initiative 
) 51	 carmittee Corrp.spoodence w/ non-Delegates or Groups re: WiretaR'ing 
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Folder 

I camd ttee ME:!ltbers Lists 
2 Q:mnittee Cbrrespoodence between Delegates and/or staffs 




