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On November 4, 1986, the people of Rhode Island altered their most
important State doaument,. the written compact with each other and with their
govertment, the State Constitution,

This basic contract was the product of one year's work by one-hundred
(109) elected delegates fram a cross-section of the population, most with
relatively little previous political involvement. This "pecple's
convention," through a statewide series of lively public hearings, encouraged
the interest of and commentary and participation by the general citizenry.

Of the three hundred and twenty-two (322) resolutions considered by the
delegates, twenty-four (24), condensed into fourteen (14) ballot questians,
were put before the voters. The records documenting the evolution of the
Constitution reflect not only the public will on the eight (8) successful
questions and the six (6) failed; they also enable scholars to analyze the
avolution of legal and social interpretations and conventions and to observe
the inner workings of this law-meking body and the process as a reflection of
its time.

Legal scholars, historians and political scientists have shown
increasing interest in primary source material relating to constitutional
develcpment. The Rhode Island General Assambly, through Chapter 287 of
the 1986 Public Laws, mendated that the records of the Convention be
deposited in the Rhode Island State Archives and that copies be maintained
in the Rhode Island Supreme Court Library and the Providence (bllege
Archives. Already possessing substantial documentation of the Limited
Conventions of 1958 and 1973, and, especially, the Convention of 1964-1969,
Providence (Mllege was happy to add this collection to its mamuscript
holdings. Omvention President Keven A. McKenna, mindful of the potential
academic interest in such material, donated his personal files, thereby
providing an added dimension to the official record. Mr. McXemna and
Convention Assistant Research Director Paul Redkovich, II, who saved and
organized partinent documents, cooperated fully in the effort to meke
these materials available for research. The staff at the Rhode Island
State Archives, which has the most complete records, might be able to fill
the gaps in our copies, especially in committee files.

The Papers were divided into twenty (28) record groups in a rough
chronological order, beginning with background information through General Laws
publication of the new Constitution approved by the voters. Background information,
- such as the Constitution as it read prior to the Convention, a Preparatory
Commission Report and General Assenbly enabling legislation, set the stage. Plenary
Session Journals contain the official digest of the fourteen meetings of the
entire assembly.

Because, as in most legislative bodies, the manbers assigned proposals
to comittees for in-depth discussion, the resolutions are arranged by committee
in numerical order. The camittee files also include meeting and public hearing
"records, research staff reports and informetion responses, legal staff opinions,
comittee reports (all of which are listed in this Inventory to facilitate
retrieval) and correspandence.

Through twelve public hearings, delegates invited comment fram individ:als
and groups on virtually all subjects before the Cnvention. In turn, a Public
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RESOLUTIONS

Date of
No. Subject Sponsor Introduction Record Grop Folder
1 Initiative and Gamm et al. 1/27/86 Plenary Sessions 19
Referendum Com. on Citizens 1-7
Rights
Com. an Style & 1
brafting
2 PEgual Rights LeClerc et al. 1/27/86 Plenary Sessions 20
Com. an Citizens 8-11
Rights
Com, an Style & 2
Drafting
3 Preservation of Natural Sisson 1/27/86 Plenary Sessions 2]
Resources Com. on Executive 1-4
Branch &
Independent Agencies
4 CQOompensation for Sisson 1/27/86 Com. on Executive 5-7
Private Property Branch & ’
Independent Agencies
S Recall of Certain Andersan, G 1/27/86 (om. on Style & 3
Non-Elected Policy- : Drafting
Makirng State Officials
6 Right of Felon to Hold MKenna 1/31/86 Com. on Brhics 1
Office and Qorruypt
Practices
7 Administrative Powers  Wiant 2/1/86 Com. on Local 1
for Cities and Towns ‘ Government
8 Equal Protection Germa et al. 2/7/86 Com. on Citizens  12-14
Rights
9 Paramount Human Life Gemma 2/1/86 Com. on Citizens 15
Amendment Rights
16 Journal Congratulatory Chmielewski 2/12/86 Plenary Sessions 22
11 Convention Budget Kolek 2/13/86 Plenary Sessions 23
Budget 5
12 Quadrennial Elections Ward et al. 2/13/86 Oom. on General 1
Assembly & Elections
13 Home Rule Donahue et al. 2/13/86 Com. on Local 2

Goverrment












Rights of Cities and Towns
Rights of Cities and Towns
Rights of Felons

State Budget

Style & Drafting Comnittee
Meeting March 31, 19R6

Style & Nrafting Committee
Meeting March 31, 1986

Victims of Crime

196 Sub A
196 b B
149 Suk A

22?

277 & 288

N.d.

149

Com. on Local Goverrment
Com. on Local Governrent
Com., on Frhics

Com. on Executive Branch
& Independent agencies

Com. on Style & Drafting
Com. on Style & Drafting

Com. o Style & Drafting

Cam, on Judicial Branch

29

21

34

45

53

53



31.

1. BACKGROIND OF THE RHODE ISLAND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

Folder

1 Oonstitution of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
1842

2 Oonstitution of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
1985 Jamary Session of General Assenbly

3 Constitution of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
1986 Jamary Session of General Assembly

4 Bi-Partisan Preparatory Oommigsion for a Oonstitutional Convention
Report, July 5, 1984

5 Call to Convention Vote, November 6, 1984

6 An Act Calling for a Oonstitutional Omvention of the People of the
State of Rhode Island for the Purpose of Amending or Revising the
Constitution and Making an Appropriation Therefor (Chapter 326),
Effective June 27, 1985

7 A Act Making Appropriations for the Support of the State for the
Fiscal Year Ending June 38, 1987 (Chapter 287), Approved June 26, 1986

8 Research Staff Report 16/Special Report 1

9 Information Response 2

10 Informatian Response 7

11 Miscellaneous Information, Rhode Island

12 Miscellaneous Information, Other State and Federal
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2. PLENARY SESSIONS

2Agendas, Calendars, Schedules

Session 1,
Session 2,
Session 3,
Session 4,
Session 4,
Session 5,
Session 5,
Session 6,
Session 7,
Session 8,
Session 8,
Session 9,
Session 190,
Session 11,
Session 12,

Jarmuwary 6, 1986, Journal
January 27, 1986, Journal
February 13, 1986, Journal
March 20, 1986, Journal

March 20, 1986, Proceedings

April 3, 1986, Journal
April 3, 1926, Proceedings
May 1, 1986, Journal

May 15, 1986, Journal

May 29, 1986, Journal

May 29, 19€6, Proceedings
June 3, 1986, Journal
June 4, 1986, Journal
Jure 5, 1986, Journal
June 11, 1986, Journal

Session 13, June 26, 1986, Journal

Session 14,
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resclution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution

Resolution

Decerber 4, 1986, Journal
1 Sub B

2 b B
3SbB
1@

11

25 Sub B
28 Sub B
42 Sub B
46 Sub A
47 ub R
6%

8¢ sub B
8e

94 Sub B
98 Sub B
136

138

153 sub B
196 Sub B
212 sub B
219

220

222 Sub B
277

2R9

299

291

292 Also see Resolution 322
293

294

295




Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution

Resolutions Satus Reports
[eqal Staff Report (22)
Cable Television Coverage

296
297
298
299
320
3A1
303
3p4
305
306
397
398
379
318
31
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322

33.
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3. COMMITTFE ON CITIZENS RIGHTS

Resolution 1

Resolution 1 Sub A

Resolution 1 Sub A Report of the Committee, Research Staff Report (24),
Research Staff Report (25)

Resolution 1 Sub A Report of the Comittee Bibliographical Magterial

Resolution 1 Sub A Report of the Committee, Minority
Resolution 1 Sub B

Resolution 1 Sub B Research Staff Report (26)
Resolution 2

Resolution 2 Sub A

Resolution 2 Sub A Report of the Comittee
Resolution 2 Sub B

Resolution %

Resolution 8 Sub A

Resolution # Sub A Report of the Committee

Resolution 9
Resolution 18
Resolution 19
Resolution 32
Resolution 32
Resolution 33 Report of the Committee
Resolution 35 -
Resolution 38
Resolution 4@
Resolution 43
Resolution 49
Resolution €1
Resolution 74
Resolution 75
Resolution 83
Resolution 83 Sub A
Resolu-ion 83 Sub 2 Report of the Cormittee
Resolution 83 Sub B
Resolution 96
Resolution 167
Resolution 1A%
Resolution 147
Resolution 111
Resolution 119
Resolution 123
Resolution 124
Resolution 162
Resolution 168
Resolution 177
Resolution 175
Resolution 177
Resolution 178
Resolution 206
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57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
78
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
a5
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
9%
97
98
99
170

Resolution 212
Resolution 212 Report of the Committee

Resolution 212 Report of the Conmittee Draft Material

Resolution 212 Report of the Committee, Minority
Resolution 212 Sub A

Resolution 212 Sub A Report of the Committee
Resolution 212 Sub B

Resolution 213

Resolution 217

Resolution 219

Resolution 220

Resolution 224

Resolution 227

Resolution 228

Resolution 228 Report of the Cammittee
Resolution 228 Sub A

Resolution 238

Resolution 243

Resolution 245

Resolution 247

Resolution 249

Resolution 249 Sub A

Resolution 249 Sub A Report of the Cormittee
Resolution 268

Resolution 274

Resolutions Status Reports

Report of the Committee

Research Staff Report 1

Research Staff Report 1 Bibliographical Material
Research Staff Report 1 Sub

Research Staff Report 8

Research Staff Report (23)

Information Response 8

Report of leaal Staff (1)

Report of Legal Staff (2)

Report of Legal Staff (3)

Report of Legal Staff (3) Additional Material
Committee Mambers Lists

" Comittee Meetings Agendas

Committee Meeting February 1, 1986, Minutes
Committee Meeting February 1, 1986, Speakers
Oomittee Meeting February 8, 1986, Minutes
Commi ttee Meeting February 18, 1986, Minutes
OCommittee Meeting February 25, 1986, Minutes
Cormmi ttee Meeting February 25, 1986, Proceedings
Committee Meeting March 4, 1986, Minutes
Cormi ttee Meeting March 4, 1986, Proceedings
Committee Meeting March 4, 1986, Speakers
Commi ttee Mecting March 8, 1986, Mimutes
Committee Meeting March 11, 1986, Minutes
Cormmi ttee Meeting March 13, 986, Mimtes
Committee Meeting March 15, 1986, Minutes
Committee Meeting March 18, 1986, Minutes

35.



- 101 Cormmi ttee Meeting March 18, 1986, Proceedings

142 Committee Meeting March 24, 1986, Minutes

163 Cormi ttee Meeting March 24, 1986, Proceedings

104 Cormittee Meeting March 24, 1986, Speakers

1e5 Commi ttee Meeting March 25, 1986 CANCELLED

106 Committee Meeting April 1, 1986, Minutes

127 Commi ttee Meeting April 1, 1986, Proceedings

108 Committee Meeting April 7, 1986, Minutes

109 Commi ttee Meeting April 15, 1986, Minutes

110 Oomittee Meeting April 15, 1986, Speakers

111 Commi ttee Meeting April 17, 1986, Minutes

112 OCommittee Meeting RApril 22, 1986, Minutes

113 Commi ttee Meeting April 24, 1986, Minutes

114 Committee Meeting April 29, 1986, Minutes

115 Commi ttee Meeting May 13, 1986, Minutes

116 Oommittee Meeting May 2¢, 1986, Minutes

117 Cormittee Meeting May 23, 1986, Proceedings

118 Comuittee Meeting May 22, 1986, Minutes

119 Comittee Meeting May 31, 1986, Mimtes

12@ Comittee Meeting June 5, 1986, Minutes

121 SubCommittee on Initiative Meeting, March 5, 1986, Minutes

122 SubCommittee on Initiative Meeting, March 25, 1986, Minutes

123 SubCommittee on Initiative Meeting, March 27, 1986, Mimutes

124 SubComittee on Initiative Meeting, March 27, 1986, Proceedings

125 SubCommittee on Initiative Meeting, April 21, 1986, Mimutes

126 Committee Public Hearings Agendas . .

127 Commi ttee Public Hearing, February 15, 1986, Mimutes

128 Committee Public Hearing, February 15, 1986, Speakers

129 Commi ttee Public Hearing, February 22, 1986, Minutes

130 Qumittee Public Hearing, March 1, 1986, Minutes

13] Committee Public Hearing, March 1, 1996, Proceedings

132 Cormittee Public Rearing, March 1, 1986, Speakers

133 Committee Public Hearing, March 1, 1986, Speakers,
Research Staff Report (27)

134 Committee Public Hearing, March 22, 1986, Mimtes

135 Committee Public Hearing, March 22, 1986, Proceedings

136 Committee Public Hearing, March 22, 1986, Speakers

137 Cormittee Public Hearing, 2pril 1, 1986, Speakers

138 Committee Public Hearing, April 12, 1986, Minutes

139 Qomittee Public Hearing, April 12, 1986, Speakers

14p Committee Public Hearing, April 14, 1986, Speakers

141 Committee Public Hearing, Ppril 15, 1986, Speakers

142 Committee Public Hearing, May 6, 1986, Mimtes

143 Committee Public Hearing, May 6, 1986, Speakers

144 Cormi ttee Correspondence between Delegates and/or Staffs

145 Committee Correspondence w/ non-Delegates or Groups re: Abortion
and Human Life

146 Commi ttee Correspondence w/ non-Delegates or Groups re: Criminal
Procedures

147 Commi ttee Correspondence w/ non-Delegates or Groups re: Equal Rights

148 Committee Correspondence w/ non-Delegates or Groups re: Handicapped

149 Commi ttee Qorrespondence w/ non-Delegates or Groups re: Housing

159 Committee Correspondence w/ non-Delegates or Groups re: Initiative

15 Commi ttee Correspondence w/ non-Delegates or Groups re: Wiretapping
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4. COMMITTEE ON DELEGATE SERVICES

Cormmi ttee Members Lists
Comittee Qorrespondence between Delegates and/or Staffs






