








Standard 3: Teachers create instructional opportu­
nities that reflect an understanding of how children 
learn and develop. 

Teachers... 

• understand how students use their prior knowl­
edge to construct knowledge, acquire skills, de­
velop habits of mind, and acquire positive dispo­
sitions toward learning 

• design instruction that meets the current cogni­
tive, social and personal needs of their students 

• create	 age-appropriate lessons and activities 
that meet the variety of developmental levels of 
students within a class 
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Standard 4: Teachers create instructional opportu­
nities that reflect a respect for the diversity of 
learners and an understanding of how students 
differ in their approaches to learning. 

Teachers... 

•	 design instruction that accommodates individ­
ual differences (e.g., stage of development, 
learning style, English language acquisition, 
cultural background, learning disability) in ap­
proaches to learning 

•	 use their understanding of students (e.g., indi­
vidual interests, prior learning, cultural back­
ground, native language, and experiences) to 
create connections between the subject matter 
and student experiences 

•	 seek information about the impact of students' 
specific challenges to learning or disabilities on 
classroom performance, and work with special­
ists to develop alternative instructional strate­
gies to meet the needs of these students where 
appropriate 

•	 make appropriate accommodations and modifica­
tions for individual students who have identified 
learning differences or needs in an Individualized 
Educational Plan (IEP), 504 Accommodation Plan, 
Personal Literacy Plans (PLP's), or other ap­
proved school-based individualized learning plans 
(ILP's) 
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