Commencement Weekend
May 15 - 17, 2009
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Student’s Guide to Commencement Information

Dear Graduating Senior:
Congratulations on your forthcoming graduation as a member of the Class of 2009!

Information supplied in this guide should help to answer the most frequently asked questions concerning
your participation at commencement activities. If you have further questions after reading this guide,
please call the Office of College Events at 401.865.2344 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, or stop in to Harkins Hall 203. Also, be sure to visit the Web site at
www.providence.edu/commencement for up-to-date notifications about commencement.

For your information, your parents also have received similar commencement details in a Parent Guide
mailed home in early January.

We wish you the best of luck as you prepare for this special occasion!

Sincerely,

Ann Manchester-Molak, APR
Assistant Vice President for College Relations and Planning



http://www.providence.edu/commencement

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday, May 15

ROTC Commissioning at 4:00 p.m.
War Memorial Grotto

Contact the Department of Military Science at
401.865.2471 for details.

Saturday, May 16

Academic Awards Ceremony at 11:00 a.m.
Peterson Recreation Center
(enter via the Concannon Fitness Center)

e Assemble in Mullaney Gym by
10:15 a.m.

e Students receiving honors or awards
are expected to attend.

e All graduates are invited to participate.
Family and friends of graduates are also
invited.

e Academic attire (cap & gown) is
required.

o Wear cap with tassel hanging in
front of cap on right side.

o Hood is not worn at this
ceremony.

e Academic Honors

o Cord received with cap & gown

Summa: 3.85, Gold cord

Magna: 3.70, Silver cord

Cum: 3.55, White cord

Bring your cord to the

ceremony. When instructed,

place the cord around your
neck with the knot at the back
and tassels hanging down in
front.

e For adjustment in honors designation,
contact the Dean
401.865.2495 no later than April 27" to
make your request.
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Commencement Mass at 4:00 p.m.
Peterson Recreation Center
(enter via the Concannon Fitness Center)

e Assemble in Mullaney Gym by 3:00 p.m.

e All graduates must attend; an unlimited
number of guests may attend.

e Academic attire is required

o Carry cap with tassel, gown and
honors cords, if applicable.

o Hood is not worn at this
ceremony.

e Doors open at 3:00 p.m.; the procession
begins at 3:40 p.m.

e Late-arriving guests will not be seated
until after the processional is
completed.

e Anelevator is located in the lobby area
of Peterson Recreation Center for
guests with disabilities.

e After the Mass, students will process
back to Mullaney Gym in Alumni Hall
before joining
Reception on Hendricken Field. | t
best to designate a specific rendezvous
site outdoors where your family can
plan to meet after Mass.

Parents’ Reception at approximately 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. (following the Mass)
Hendricken Field

e All guests attending the
Commencement Mass are invited to
attend this reception.

e No tickets are required.

e Complimentary refreshments and light
snacks will be available; beer and wine
may be purchased.

Academic Hoods are worn only on
Of | Sunday for the Commencement

Exercises.
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Sunday, May 17

Commencement Exercises at 11:00 a.m.
5 dzy \DénytLLenter
Downtown Providence

| TICKET INFORMATION

Does everyone in my guest party need a ticket
and is there a limit to the number of guests?

e Yes, every guest needs a ticket.
Graduates will receive five (5) guest
tickets to commencement. Tickets will
be distributed to graduates at Cap &
Gown Day on April 22, 2009, provided
you are not indebted to the College.
(see“ Gener al

How may | request additional tickets?

e Families who may require additional
guest tickets are encouraged to have
their student check with roommates
and friends. Many families will not use
all five guest tickets. If you know you
won't be using all
return to College Events.

December 2009 Graduation Candidates

e All candidates for December 2009
graduation may participate in the May
2009 graduation ceremonies.

e December candidates will be included
in the official commencement program,
where they will be recognized as
December 2009 graduation candidates.

Cap and Gown Day, April 22, 2009

When do students order and receive their caps
and gowns?

e All seniors were required to order their
cap & gown on the Web between
January 30" and March 1,
e Cap & Gown Day will be held on April
22"in ' 64 Haltdr,fromS| av i

10:00 a.m. —6:00 p.m. You will pick up
your pre-ordered cap, gown, honors
cord (if applicable), as well as additional
invitations and schedule cards.

e Education Majors that are unable to
come on 4/22 may pick up their attire,
etc. the following week.

GENERAL INFORMATION

bnf ormation”

Are there invitations or announcements to
Commencement?

e Your parents received their official
invitation in late March. If additional
invitations are needed, you can pick
them up at Cap & Gown Day on April
22™,

e Announcements for family and friends
are available from the College
bookstore at 401.865.2181 or
pcbook@providence.edu .

Indebtedness to the College: what if there are
unpaid bills?

f i e Studantdopngecigients myist eorppletg

an online exit interview prior to
receiving their cap and gown on April
22" For more information, call
401.865.2050.

e Astudent who is indebted to the
College will not be issued his/her cap
and gown on April 22™ or until
settlement with the Office of Student
Accounts (401.865.2284) has been
arranged.

How do | order VERITAS, the yearbook?

e The yearbook will be mailed to you in
the fall of 2009; no need to order.

e Questions regarding the VERITAS
yearbook should be directed to
401.865.2428 or to the SAIL Office,
401.865.2211.

What about senior week activities?
e Questions should be directed to the

n C eSAIL Office, 401.865.2211.
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COMMENCEMENT DAY INFORMATION

Is attendance mandatory?

e Yes, commencement activities are
obligatory. Those seeking to be
excused from attendance must obtain
the necessary permission from the dean
of the undergraduate studies, Rev.
Mark D. Nowel, O.P. Please call
401.865.2495 for an appointment.

What about academic attire?

e Wear your cap and gown; the tassel
should hang from the front, right-hand
side.

e Academic hood is placed over your
head, around your neck, draping over
shoulders.

e Honors cord, if applicable, goes over
the gown with knot at back of neck.
The only cords, sashes, or other
accessory that is permitted are those
issued by the National Honor Societies.

What time should | report to the Dunkin’
Donuts Center and where do | go?

e All graduates should report to the
Exhibition Hall on the ground level of
the Dunkin’
9:15 a.m.

What is the timing of the ceremony?

e All doors at the DDC open at 9:00 a.m.

e The procession begins at 10:30 a.m.

e The ceremony begins at 11:00 a.m.

e The sequence for the conferral of
degrees is as follows: undergraduate
B.A., B.S.; School of Continuing
Education; Graduate Studies Program;
and Honorary Degrees.

e The ceremony ends at approximately
1:30 p.m.

Donut s

Lining up for the procession

Members of the Friars Club will line up
graduates beginning at 9:25 a.m.

Bring your number in line with you. ltis
printed next to your name on the card
you receive at Cap & Gown Day.

Once assigned a place in ling, it is
imperative that you stay in it for the
procession. It takes over an hour to
assemble this part of the procession.
The procession will begin promptly at
10:30 a.m. If you arrive late, you will
not march or sit with your class.

Once you reach your seat, remain
standing until after the invocation,
when you will be instructed to sit.

Photography

Complete the information requested on
the Chappell Graduation Images
envelope on your chair. Take the
envelope with you when you go to the
stage.

Chappell will photograph you receiving
your diploma and afterwards.

Receiving your diploma
Center no | ater

t han
Stop at the top of the stairs on the

stage. Listen for your name to be read,
and then quickly proceed to the center
of the stage, where you will shake
hands with the President and the
Chairman of the PC Corporation.

Then move the tassel to the left side of
your cap.

After you descend the stairs, you will
stop to be photographed a second time.
You will receive your actual diploma at
the next stop, T h e Office tabhe!
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Will refreshments be available?

Are there special arrangements for persons

with disabilities?

e Light refreshments (coffee, juice,
breakfast pastries, soda) will be .

available for purchase
Donuts Center vending area prior to the
ceremony. Graduates are not allowed .

to take food or drink into the arena.
e All water bottles and the like must be

disposed of prior to entering the arena.
[}
Commencement Seating for Families

e With the exception of a few reserved

sections, seating is open and will be

filled on a first-come, first-served basis.
e To obtain the best possible seating,

families should plan to arrive at the

Dunki n’ Donuts Center
e (Candidates for B.A. and B.S. degrees sit

on bothsidesoft he Dunki n’ Do n.u
Center floor; you won't
morning of graduation on which side

you will be.

e large video screens on either side of
the stage will broadcast the entire
ceremony.

Where should you meet your family after the
ceremony?

e With more than 11,000 people exiting
the arena, it is best to plan on joining

yourfamilyout si de t he Dunkin
Center at a predetermined meeting
area.
Restaurant reservations
e We suggest 2:30 p.m. to allow time to
exit the DDC and get to the restaurant.
e Visit the Providence Vi

www.goprovidence.com/
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Handicapped parking is available at all
downtotvrhaeea pBrking garbgas 'and
lots.

Guests with special needs may access
the lobby by using the ramp located on
the Hilton Providence side of the
building (left of the main entrance).
Once inside the lobby, proceed to the
main concourse area toward Sections
101, 106, and 124, which are reserved
for persons with disabilities who require
special assistance. Members of the
Friars Club (wearing white blazers and
black slacks/skirts) will be posted at
these secti to assist guests with
peciaQT r:lee%r;g. a. n%

tOnIy one escort is permitted to remain

wiﬁg a sge\(;\ilal n&e&stguleﬁt or %U%Ste
seated in a wheelchair. Fire laws aré
strictly enforced and do not permit
leaving wheelchairs in the aisles.

A sign-language interpreter will sign the
entire Commencement Exercise.

' Donut s

’

sitor s Center at



http://www.goprovidence.com/

Important phone numbers you may need

For questions related to:

Commencement Weekend
Office of College Events, 401.865.2344

Announcements & Bookstore Items
Barnes & Noble Bookstore, Providence College
401.865.2181

Dunkin’ Donut s
1 LaSalle Square, Providence, RI 02903
401.331.2391 or
www.dunkindonutscenter.com

Financial Obligations
Office of Student Accounts, 401.865.2285

Highway Construction
RI Dept. of Transportation
1.800.354.9595 or www.dot.state.ri.us

On-Campus Housing
Office of Residence Life, 401.865.2392

Safety and Security at Providence College
The Office of Safety & Security, 401.865.2391

Senior Week Activities
Student Activities (SAIL), 401.865.2211

Student Loan Exit Interviews
Office of Student Loans, 401.865.2050

Veritas Yearbook
Veritas yearbook office, 401.865.2428
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Congratulations
Center
on your
Graduation!

PROVIDENCE
COLLEGE
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