
Judith E. Maynard 
Principles – Mr. Connolly 

Unit Plan – “Shakespearean Drama”, Lesson #1 
Due: June 29, 2009 

Printed with permission. 

Individual Lesson Title: What role does The Lucifer Effect play in Shakespeare’s Othello? 

Intended Audience: 10th Grade English II 

Standards Addressed: 

 R.I.P.T.S. 

o Standard 2: Indicators 2.1, 2.2, 2.4 

o Standard 3: Indicator 3.3 

o Standard 4: Indicators 4.1, 4.2 

o Standard 8: Indicators 8.2, 8.5 

 Content Standards 

o OC-1 (Interactive Listening during vocab. group presentations) 

o OC-2 (Make Oral Presentations during vocab. group presentations) 

 Applied Learning Standards 

o AL-1 (formulates questions and assertions about topics or areas of interest) 

o AL-4 (questions, informs and learns from others) 

 R.I. Grade Span Expectations 

o Writing: 

 W-10 (Uses a writing process for journal entry) 

o Reading: 

 R-2 (Vocabulary strategies) 

 R-3 (Breadth of vocabulary) 

Depth of Knowledge Level: 

 Level 1 – Memorize new vocabulary 

 Level 3 – Cite evidence 

 Level 4 – Analyze text to deepen understanding of vocabulary 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Students will reflect on the concept of The Lucifer Effect 

2. Students will learn new vocabulary and cite its location within the text 

3. Students will research the elements of Shakespearean Drama 

 

 



Instructional Material: 

 Anticipatory Set PowerPoint including music 

 Journals or lined paper for response 

 Shakespeare lecture notes 

 Vocabulary listing (1 for each group of 4-5 students) 

 “Vocabulary Ring” packets and blank cards (I will provide if students are not able to) 

 Single-hole punch 

 Shakespeare texts or photocopied pages 

Instructional Sequence: 

Action: Rationale: 

Anticipatory Set: Students will enter the 
classroom to find journal books or lined 
paper on the desks, which they will be asked 
not to touch. Once everyone is settled The 
Lucifer Effect PowerPoint presentation will 
begin. 

The concept of The Lucifer Effect will be 
introduced as it relates to negative influences 
imposed on good, decent people. A teacher 
narrative will accompany the visual and 
students will be invited to share their 
views/experiences making a tangible 
connection. 

Students will be instructed to respond to the 
prompt “Why would someone who knows 
the difference between what is right and 
what is wrong follow someone who asks 
them to “do” bad things?” at the end of the 
PowerPoint. The response should be in 
paragraph form and use complete sentences; 
the use of “I” is acceptable if specific 
examples are being used. Fifteen minutes will 
be allowed for this exercise. 

A personal connection between The Lucifer 
Effect and poor behavior (peer pressure, etc.) 
may be made introducing Iago’s despicable 
behavior. 

Another PowerPoint will accompany a 
teacher-led discussion about William 
Shakespeare, a brief description of his work, 
Elizabethan Era details, and a connection to 
The Lucifer Effect. Included will be specific 
details regarding Othello including original 
transcript, setting, and character traits. 

Students will gain an understanding of 
Elizabethan times and the role Shakespeare 
played as a Bard. 



Vocabulary Ring groups (5, with 5-6 people in 
each) will be divided and given a list with 
distinct words as well as note cards to record 
definitions. Each group will be responsible for 
4 words, which they must find in the printed 
text, in order to identify contextually. Quiet 
discussion may take place in order to help 
each student become an “expert” on the 
applicable words. 

Students will use these Vocabulary Rings 
throughout the year to record and refer to 
specific terms. Larger versions of each word 
will be posted on the “Word Wall” for 
students’ reference. The class will retain 
more information if they copy it themselves 
and have one place to organize terms. 
Finding the context in which the words are 
used will help students make a deeper 
connection. 

Each group will take a turn “visiting” other 
groups (1 student to each other group) in 
order to share their understanding of the 
vocabulary and how it pertains to the play. 
Members of the other groups will take this 
time to complete their own cards with words 
on one side, and definitions on the other. 

Students will remember better the words 
and definitions if they need to explain them 
to another group. 

The class will review the vocabulary as one 
large group allowing time to answer any 
questions that students may have about the 
words, the definitions, or their use in the 
text. The Lucifer Effect will be reviewed one 
more time with emphasis on finding evidence 
of its existence in Othello. The next lesson in 
this Unit will be the reading aloud of the play. 

Students will have clarification on the 
vocabulary portion of the lesson. Students 
will be reminded of The Lucifer Effect and 
Iago’s role in the play prior to reading so that 
the concepts are “fresh” in their minds. The 
next lesson will be mentioned so that 
students will have an expectation of the next 
step. 

 

Provisions for Individual Differences: 

 Copies of PowerPoint slides will be made available to any students who needs them 

 Lyrics are available to students with hearing disorders incapable of hearing the song 

 Large print versions provided for students with visual impairments 

 Students who have advanced skills do not have need for accommodations, but they will be divided 

and act as leaders in the group share portion of the lesson 

 Any additional provisions as deemed necessary by IEP’s, etc. 

 



Assessment/Homework Assignment: 

 Journal entry reviewed for completion only (no rubric needed since it is a personal journal response) 

 Discussion to be used as a participation grade (Form. Assessment 1-4 pts.) 

 Note taking to be reviewed (on-going) by teacher during walk-about during class 

 Study words in “Vocabulary Ring” preparing for upcoming exercise 

Guiding Questions for Discussion in Anticipatory Set: 

 What is The Lucifer Effect? 

 Has anyone ever heard this song? If so, did you pay attention to the lyrics? 

 Do you know who these people are and what they have done? 

 Have you ever been the victim of peer pressure? 

 Have you ever witnessed bullying where the “bad guy” got what he wanted? 

 What role do you think Lago plays in Othello? 

Lecture and Other Notes: 

 PowerPoint presentation slides 

 Shakespeare text or photocopied pages 

 Vocabulary Lists 

Reflection: 

 Student Work 

 Show an understanding of The Lucifer Effect or negative influences on good people 

 Show an understanding of assigned vocabulary terms 

 Show an understanding of Shakespeare and his works 

 Lesson Implementation 

 Identifies class control and respect for all participants 

 Gives students tools with which they might analyze Shakespeare drama 

 Gives an understanding of negative influences 

 Gives an understanding of new vocabulary and context thereof 



William 

Shakespeare

(1564–1616)

Stratford-upon-Avon



What is a Bard?

Åa storyteller and usually musician, 
specifically from the Gaelic traditions of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland

Åput on the first one-man theater 

performances, unlike the Greek and Roman 

theater, which needed a chorus and a great 

many characters and ceremonies

Åcaptivated an audience with their voice, 

their story, and their music



Early Life

ÅExact birth date unknown

ÅThird of eight children to a businessman 

and a homemaker

ÅMarried at 18 years of age to an older 

woman

ÅHad three children (son died at age 11)

ÅLived in London, away from family for a 

period of time



Later Life

Å37 Plays and 154 Sonnets credited to him

ÅStaged 1st play, Henry VI (Part I) in 1592 in 

London

ÅPublished 1st poem in 1593

ÅPerformed as an actor before Queen Elizabeth

ÅShareholder in Lord Chamberlainôs theatre

ÅMade bulk of money in real estate investments

ÅDied April 23, 1616 in Stratford

 



Elizabethan Era

ÅImportant time for women, poets, writers, 
and politicians

ÅMany of Shakespeareôs pieces were written 
about conflict and politics

ÅTime of the Renaissance with new ideas in 
science, literature and daily life

ÅPlays and theatre very large focus of daily 
life 

 



We study Shakespeare because:

Åhis works are representative of daily 
Elizabethan life;

Åthey contain quotable text and usable life 
examples;

Åthey maintain importance in dramatic 
repertory; and,

Åhis works represent lifeôs struggles bridged 
over time.



Othello
ÅWritten in 1604

ÅStruggles of jealousy, deceit, adultery

ÅSocietal gain

ÅSocial status based on rank

ÅThe Lucifer Effect



Source of Othello

Novella

By

Giraldi Cinthio

Shakespeare read the French version and adapted it 

to a stage performance



Setting

Port city of Venice

Island of Cyprus

 



 

Introductory Words  

Moor  

Duplicity  

Baseness 

Noble  

Cashiered 

Ensign 

Lieutenant  

Any of a Moslem people of North Africa  

Hypocritical cunning or deception  

Poor quality, meanness, ignobleness 

Having high moral qualities  

Dismissed in dishonor  

Mil. office of lowest ranking  

Mil. officer below captain and above major  

Act I, Scene I  

Abhor  Hate (6)  



Evade 

Forsooth  

Spinster  

Heathen  

Knave 

Homage 

Rouse 

Vexation  

Timorous 

Avoid or escape by deceit or cleverness (13)  

Indeed (19)  

Unmarried woman, usually elderly (24)  

Any person not a Jew, Christian, or Moslem (30)  

Dishonest, deceitful person (49)  

Thing given/done to show reverence or honor (54)  

To stir up or excite (68)  

Something disturbing or annoying (72)  

Terrifying (75)  

Local lodge or association or farmers (106) 

Graceful, swift horses (113)  

Spanish horses (113) 



Grange 

Coursers 

Gennets 

Act I, Scene ii  

Prated  

Provulgate  

Sequent 

Carract  

Enchanted 

Inhibited  

Talked much and foolishly (7)  

Make publicly known (21)  

One after the other (41)  

Carrack, large trading ship (50)  

Bewitched; cast upon with a spell (64)  

Checked or repressed; prohibited (79)  

Act I, Scene iii  



Disproportioned  

Accompt  

Assay 

Valiant  

Engluts 

Mountebank  

Conjuration  

Imminent  

Pliant 

Lacking comparative relation (2)  

Accounting, number (5)  

To make a test of (18)  

Brave; courageous (40)  

Engulfs; swallows up (57)  

Charlatan; quack or fraud (61)  

Appearance brought by magic (92)  

Likely to happen without delay (136)  

Convenient, favorable (151)  

Until this time (18 5) 

Cruel and unjust use of power (197)  

Uncertain, doubtful (217)  

To ask for earnestly (220)  



Hitherto  

Tyranny  

Equivocal 

Beseech 

Alacrity  

Indign  

Perdurable  

Eagerness, of ten wit h quick, liv ely act ion (232)  

Unworthy, shameful (273)  

Lasting (338)  

 

 

  



This would be an example of a list given to the students: 

 

The following words will be found in Othello - I, i. The number in (#) is the line 

number to find the word.  

Abhor     

 
Evade 

 

 

Forsooth  

 

Spinster  
 

Hate (6)  

 

 

Avoid or escape by 

deceit or 

cleverness (13)  

 

 

Indeed (19)  

 

 

Unmarried woman, 

usually elderly 

(24)  
 

 



The Lucifer Effect

What makes good 

people do bad things?



Who is Lucifer?

ÅKing of Babylon who 

fell from grace 

because of his actions

ÅEquated to Satan/the 

ñDevilò



Sympathy for the Devil

by: The Rolling Stones
Pleased to meet you

Hope you guess my name, oh yeah

Ah, whats puzzling you

Is the nature of my game, oh yeah

I watched with glee

While your kings and queens

Fought for ten decades

For the gods they made

I shouted out,

Who killed the Kennedys? 

When after all

It was you and me
Let me please introduce myself

Im a man of wealth and taste

And I laid traps for troubadours

Who get killed before they reached 

Bombay 

Please allow me to introduce myself
Im a man of wealth and taste
Ive been around for a long, long year

Stole many a manôs soul and faith
And I was round when Jesus Christ
Had his moment of doubt and pain
Made damn sure that Pilate
Washed his hands and sealed his fate

Pleased to meet you
Hope you guess my name
But whats puzzling you
Is the nature of my game
I stuck around St. Petersburg
When I saw it was a time for a change
Killed the czar and his ministers
Anastasia screamed in vain
I rode a tank
Held a generals rank
When the blitzkrieg raged
And the bodies stank

ñJust call me lucifer  cause Iôm in need of some restraintò



 


